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n Friday evenings, Darius Mithaud would gather a group of his former
students together 1o lisien to and discuss recent compositions from here
and abroad. On one of those evenings, | remember a bespectacled man

who sat quietly in the comer, lisicned intently 10 the music and sometimes
heated discussion, and then quietly left. In his inimitable English, Milhaud
said, "Zat was Professeur Moe. Professeur Moe is very in-te-res-ted in
contemporary music.” .

And so I have found him, little realizing at the moment that we would
one day become colleagues. The Concerto is a testimony Lo the intellectual
curiosity of the man and 1o the enthusiasm we share both for the instrument
and the composer who managed (o leave an indelible stamp of joy and logic
on its reperiory between siring twenty children and escaping his church job to
visit the local wine shop during sermons.

To some exient, that composer was sitting in the margins as [
worked. His initials pervade the music and there are numerous references to
the counter-subject of one of his major works, the great Dorian fugue,
including its astonishing and climactic pedal trill.

The form of the Concerto derives from a single harmony in
progressively rotating inversions, usually manifest in periodic acoustical
pyramids, the loop being completed at the end of the piece. In homage o the
daring infinite tonal circle of the Musical Offering's ricercar, there are some
other loaps, as well: one of the pyramids is a "Shepard Scale” in which a
body of ascending pitches seems never to achieve its goal. This, and the
cadenza’s descending chromatic scale, in which half of the notes are actually
ascending--through a continuous chromaiic descent is perceived--are
testimony to my interest in psychoacoustics and my belief that the
psychology of perception, so fundamental Lo the works of visual artists like
Josef Albers, is Jong overdue as an object of musical thought.

The Concerto 15 dedicated to Michac! Senturia, in continuing esteem
for his remarkable musicianship,

R.F.



ORCEESTRA

flutes [all doubling plceela)
oboes (IITI doubling English hornd

Bb clarinets (111 doubling bass clarinet}
bassoons

Lad Ll iy L

3 trumpets Iin Bb
4 horns in F
3
t

trombones (2 tenor., 1 bass)
uba

timpani (3)

Fercussion (lnatruments appearing on more than one list == those with
asterisk == are shared between players)

1 [(mallets)
marimba (MAR) vibraglone (VIB) (wotar oFF)
rvlophone |XYLO)
whip®

tubular chimes {TUB CH)

I1 Thigh suspended cymbal®
4 tom-toms
4 bongoa®*
mounted ratchet
very large gong
5 temple blocks
E-volce suspended cymbal cholr®

celle bow for cymbal harmonics OAtAwN:
1T = Gt
111 5-wvoice suapended cymbal cholir® L= S
cello bow Tor cymbal harmonics I 5 Pasitis
whip®
4 bongos*

snare drum
3 wood hlocks
2 cowhells
1 snare drum

Iv low suspended cymbal®
cellas bow for cymbal harmonics
z]lit drum
claves
bass drum
2 timbales
4 bongos®

metal plate

percussion mallets: 5& soft B(I medium >< hard

celesta (can be played by planist, if deslired]
plana {14 »
NATE  (needs tosoden-haudled lI::rur'wl‘t-'-a '-'c.g-d}

strings

duration approx. 20 minutes

The score is written as it sounds |non-transposing) except that

piccola
celeata gound one coctave higher than written
xy lophone
harp harmonics
sdbiave.
contrabass sound one lower than written

Con bra b Asseon



percussian

suspended cymbal 5o as to produce harmonics. Mark the best

= run Wwell-resined cello bow perpendicular to the edge of a
spot on the edge in advance.

Matered sections are ta be conducted and played Iin the normal manner.

Ad libitum aections are marked with a cuoe arrow and often numbered for
convenience. They are nf three types:

1} non battuta sectliona, in which the conductor does not indicate a pulas
after the cue 1s given, the performers follewlng the tempo indicationa in
their respective parts;

71 batiuta non metrica sections., in which the conductor beats & regular
pulse after the cue but makes no metric indications; and

3) battuta metrica, in which the metrical conducting of some instruments
is temporarily superimposed on a larger. non-metrical sectlon.

Boxed notation indicates repetition as follows:

[_i: j ,..1 Tad : coordinated within the sectlion.

caordinated in the manner of a canaon, the first

Ic i
:j rTj1 r'I ' chair entering with the cue, the others on
14- o - ruccessive beats.

All boxes Tepsat until another box or an exit cue EE? or standard
notation ia encountered. The new cue should be observed immediately,
even if so dolng leaves a repetition incomplete, [In some cases, where an
exact number of complete repetitiona will occur, they are indlcated thus:
uglu J The duration of ad libltum sections is indicated in

seconds, and vertical alignment of notes does not necessarily indicate
simultaneous sounds. except where a cue entry is dependent on
coordination with an exiating part:

I-I coordinate

nan-canrdinate

coordinate

Accidentals carry throughout the measure and acrosa barlines when tied.
In non-metered sectionzs. accidentals are valid untll canceled,

ﬁ’ P? accidental applles to all notes to the right of the symbol.

Al]l mtaccato notes should be considered staccatissimo, regardless of note
value.

&'ﬂ-—!’ play octava sopra (bassa) until *loco™ or other indication occurs,

?Eﬁs‘* hold down the pedal until sound fades away or a new pedal
indication is encountered.

IT“ » repeat Indicated note.

All glissandi move immediately away from the starting note and are
measlred evenly throughout the given duration.

'Eilil | ar ,r%TTiﬂﬁ slash (through any value} = as fast as possible. Do

not attempt to synchronlze,

—d diminuendo 4 niente
D" crescendo da nlente

.?- a muffle LV = let vibrate v = break in the line, as a
breath

strings
*- or } indicate one guarter-tone higher or lower than the previous
note.

woodwinds

increase pressure slowly to add multiphonica gradually.

RENSE
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